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Pesticide MRL Regulation Status and Summary: 

 

Deferral policy:  Defers first to Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), then to Codex, and 

lastly to the lower of the U.S. and EU MRLs. A default MRL of 0.01 ppm applies when 

no GCC, Codex, U.S., or EU MRL is established. 

 

Default MRL policy: Saudi Arabia applies a default MRL of 0.01 ppm as part of its 

deferral policy described above. 

 

Saudi Arabia does not maintain a national MRL standard. A multi-step deferral policy 

was established in October 2011 and is summarized below in order of precedence: 

 

1) The Gulf Cooperation Council MRL. 

2) The international Codex Alimentarius Food Standard MRL. 

3) The lower of the United States and European Union MRLs. 

4) A default MRL of 0.01 ppm. 

 

Currently, GlobalMRL.com only reflects steps one and two of Saudi Arabia’s deferral 

path (deferring to GCC, then to Codex).  It is recommended that users include the US and 

EU in queries for Saudi Arabia. The database will be adjusted in the future to reflect 

Saudi Arabia’s full deferral policy. 

 

Frequency of MRL Updates: 

 

The current GCC MRL standard was established in 1994. In 2013, the Saudi Food and 

Drug Authority (SFDA) published a draft legislation, GSO 382,383/2013: Maximum 

Limits of Pesticide Residues in Agricultural and Food Products. This list includes a much 

broader scope of commodities and active ingredients than the 1994 standard and would 

apply to countries in the GCC. 

 

Government Agencies Responsible for Pesticide MRL Regulation: 

 

The GCC Standardization Organization (GSO) is responsible for developing food 

standards among GCC member countries. The Saudi Food and Drug Authority (SFDA) 

regulates, oversees, and controls imported food and sets mandatory standards for 

imported products. 

 



Government Agencies Responsible for MRL Monitoring and Enforcement: 

 

The Saudi Food and Drug Authority (SFDA) is responsible for the inspection of imported 

foodstuffs.   

 

Monitoring, Testing, and Enforcement Program: 

 

All imported foodstuffs are inspected at the port of entry. If a product is rejected for not 

adhering to Saudi standards, it is requested that the importer re-export or destroy the 

product.  

 

In 2014, U.S. shipments of grape leaves were rejected by SFDA for allegedly exceeding 

the relevant MRL of 0.01 mg/kg, subsequently disqualifying several U.S. shipments of 

grape leaves from entry into Saudi Arabia. 

 

Points of Contact: 

 

Saudi Food and Drug Authority (SFDA) (Inspects imported food and feed products) 

Vice President Food Affairs 

Tel: 966-11-203-8222 ext. 202 

Fax: 966-11-275-1788 

Email: food-dept@sfda.gov.sa 

Website: http://www.sfda.gov.sa  

 

Director General 

General Directorate of Nutrition Department 

Ministry of Health (registers herbal preparations, health and supplementary foods) 

Tel: 966-11-464-0811 

Fax: 966-11-464-5536 

Website: www.moh.gov.sa  

 

Director General 

Plant and Animal Quarantine Department 

MOA (inspection of live animals, plants, fruit, vegetables and animal feed) 

Tel: 966-11-404-4292 

Fax: 966-11-401-1323 

 

For U.S. industry, the U.S. Agricultural Affairs Office can assist with MRL-related inquiries:  
 

Agricultural Trade Office 

American Embassy 

P.O. Box: 94309, Riyadh – 11693, Saudi Arabia 

Phone: (966-1) 488-3800, ext. 4351 

Fax: (966-1) 482-4364 

Email: USEmbRiyadhWebSite@state.gov 
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